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Nerve

Nothing calamitous had yet come to
pass. That was why many things were
not more swiftly done, and why a great
deal of precious time could be plausibly
wasted, If the Germans were committing
barbarities upon our hearthstones instead
of torpedoing our transports, we should
not-be taking the time to cross-examine
the Secretary of War on the conduct of
his job. '

We shall pull it all out; we shall make
up the time we have lost; we shall yet de-
liver the world, if that task be really re-
served for us—-all provided we do not lose
control of our nerves.

The Administration must not suffer
icriticism to touch its nerves. It is bound
to be criticised, for that is the immemarial
way of the very democracy it believes in.

Every one engaged in the conduct of the
war must expect to be criticised and per-
haps to be sacrificed. That happens even
in Germany.

The test of men iz how they take it.
Some take it weakly, in a personal manner,
and invite a losing feud with the multi-
tude. They are destroyed. Strong men
take it objectively, in the impersonal
manner.

The rules are immutable. It is like the
came of hearts. The way to win is will-
ingly to take what is honestly coming to
vou, One who tries to take less will lose.

=]
More of Mr. Baker

The evidence obtained yesterday by the
Senate Committee on Military Affairs by
its cross-examination of Mr. Baker is of
no intrinsic value. It comes to nothing at
all. Nobody knows yet on what the Secre-
tary of War based that estimate of the
number of troops we could send to France
this year which Senator Hitchcock has
called wildly preposterous., It is .very
doubtful if the Secretary himself knows.
He now admits the probability that he
spoke without particulars.

What he does know well is how his own
mind works. This was revealed in a singu-
lar statement here reproduced verhatim,
but with a certain typographical arrange-
ment, as follows:

1 want to make a suggestion if

I may. The misfortune for

Me, if

1 may call it such, in

My first statement to the committee,
lay in the fact that
attempted to give opinions of the
broad general situation as
saw it, when the information lay in
details that ought to have heen got-
ten from the experts in direct charge
or in statistics giving specific facts.
was attempting a general survey. It
was a misfortune for

Me to do that.

I think it better to give the committee

specific statements.

Several things from this appear.

Most men think concretely of objects.

When they say transports they think of
a ship with bow and stern, a funnel for
smoke and a deck to walk on; when they
63y troops they think of men in uniforms.

It is apparent that when Mr. Baker
speaks of transports and troops he thinks
abstractly of principles and situations.

That is why he cannot be held to any-
thing. He did not say, for example, that
a certain great number of troops could be
sent to France in 1918, He said that num-
ber would be “available,” and that the
prospect of transporting them “was not
unpromising.”

It is apparent, in short, that Mr. Raker
sees things intellectually, without edges.
He is an intellectual in the job of a doer.
11is “misfortune” lies there, and not, as he

—

po

said, in the fact that at first he “at-|

tempted to give opinions of the broad
ceneral situation.”

Mr. Baker is a very remarkable person,
with a mind of unusual refinement. Ile
wwould make, perhaps, a great Attorney
(General or Secretary of State.

Also he is a great egoist, and continues
to believe that investigations are personal.

People are fiuch less interested in Mr,

ey
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Baker than le perhaps will ever know.
They are intervested in the conduct of the
war—CONCRETELY.

| The Decision at St. Louis

The Tribune believes that it would be a
vital mistake to name as chairman of the
Republican National Committee any man
who cannot, and whose election does not
tend to, cement all elements of the party.
For the first time in its history the party
has suffered two successive and mnotable
{ defeats. Thiz would be a sorry time to
name any man whose selection would re-
vive factional differences.

But more than this, the Republican
party will be looked to this year to lead
the country out of the morass of confu-
sion worse confounded into which it has
this winter been plunged. It would be a|
grievous mistake to name any man whose
high Americanizsm might be questioned, or
who did not strengly and loyally favor our
entry into the war. This nation has now
no divided fTeeling: the party cannot afford
l to name as its national chairman any man
| whose sentiments as to the war, and our

i allies, might be questioned in any way.
| ————e———
1

' Honor for Labor

rape of Belgium and the sinking of the
Lusitania,

What we suggest is that the American
people be left alone to hate or not to hate
exactly as their individual consciences and
hearts decide, Hate is a destructive, a ter-
rible thing to arouse. DBut there are times

Charged Exorbitant Rates
To the Editor of The Tribune.

in this morning's Tribune of the fallacy of

when it is a sound instinel of self-preser-
‘ation—as sound as the instinet to fight.
Just whom we shall hate 0if we are im-

German nation, is equally a matter for in-
dividual thraghing out. The only eriterion
we can insist upon is that we shall know
the fucts and that we shall be sincere. We
should be very sure that it is the truth by
which our hearts are stirred. (Once we are
sure of our facls, we should ask only to
feel as honest, self-respecting human he-
ings, neither trailing humbly in the wake
of an Emperor nor pretending to be holiex
than God made us,

uthitinry priee fixing brings to mind the faet
that the government of Weslern !\uslrullm
has been suecessful in doing this very thing

pelled to hate at all}, whether only tha|—suceessful hecause it was done in necord-
Kaiser, or only the Junkers, or the whuh.']“”"‘ with the unyielding law of supply and

demand.

The lutest figures pt hand at the moment
are thoge of 1913, but they illugtrate the way
Lo de it as distinguigshed from the way not
to do i, In the years 1012-13 Western
Australia was in the hands of & meul com-
bine.  The government acquired a
four vessels, sent thep to meal vaising dis-
tricts, offerad low freiclt rates to ment pro-
ducers, and bouprht meat ns needed, openinge
government meat shops in several eities.
Tho meat was . at a faiv profit, ut six
aonfs w pound hal Ahe prices of the com-
bine, and in short orvder all the combine's

1

actly what Warren G. Lee, at the head of |
the Brotherhood of Trainmen, meant when |
he said before the Railway Wage Commis- |
sion at Washington that engines wereo beiny |

| In a statement issued yesterday the head |
| of the Emergency Fleet Corporation, which
lis the shipbuilding arm of the Shipping:
Board, repeated what Chairman Hurley
said in this city last weeli:
“The Shipping Hoard has the necessary
vards, the materials and the money. All
that is lacking is the epirit in the nation
sthat will send a quarter of a million Amer-
iean mechanies into the yards to give the
best und most efficient work. The yurds are
to-day only working one eight-hour shift,
six days a week, 1 we are to get ahead of
the H\Ijhhﬂﬂ'iﬂﬂ we mus=l run three shifts
per day, fifty-two weeks in the vear.”
General Manager Piez added that at the
present time only one-third of the werkers
are American born and that “to the extent
of 65 per cenb we are forced to depend
upon foreizn-born labor.” Why? We be-
{ lieve it is because neither the American-
| born mechanie, nor our manufactyrers, nov
the press, nor the Administration has vet
deeply felt and broadly realized that_this
nation is at war, that its high repute is at
stake and that America cannot make good |
its promises to its allies and cannot make
the contribution to civilization which it has!
promised itself until it is organized fori
the job. |

We have taken nearly a million and a
{ half picked men from the farms and th?
factories at a time when the industries of
the country werc pitched at full speed. No |
wonder there is a shortage of labor for the |
ships if other industries cannot be drawn
upon and are competing for labor againsl
the shipyards themselves. We do not know |
how many men could be temporarily® re-
leased from camp drill to serve in the ship- |
yards. Out of nearly a million and a half |
it would seem as if there might be 100.000i
or 200,000 at least. If this can be done it
| should be done quickly. But if‘ Americ:{n
' soldiers are to go into the shipyards in
uniform, the men who work beside them
should have an equally honorable distine-
tion and equally feel that they are doing
their share as Americans to help win

]
|
1
1

| the war. :

We repeat our belief that the swiftest|
way to get the needed men is prompltly tul
enlist a volunteer army of shiplc»mldersI
who shall be the industrial arm of the
United States army at home.

An Opportunity for Governor Edge|

Governor Walter E. Edge of New Jer-
sey has in his hands the appointment of a|
successor to Senator Hughes for the term |
ending in March next year, We have
spoken of the mnation's deep need, in the
present crisis, of men of commanding
ability and character in Congress. There|
is one man in New Jersey of national repu- |
tation and of peculiar experience. He was |
the one man originally chosen by President |
Wilson for his Cabinet from that northern |
and eastern quarter of the country which |
containg more than two-thirds of the na-|

|
|

tion’s population and more than ti_wee.-
quarters of its vast industrial activities.
This man would have an especial ealling,
in the United States Senate, just at this
time. He sat for three years at President |
Wilson's side as Secretary of War. Ng
man living, unless it be Elihu Root, has a
more intimate knowledge of the workings,
the needs, the possibilities of that depurt-'
ment than he. And we know that he has
courage, energy and decision.

We refer to the Hon. Lindley Miller
Garrizon.

1f Governor Edge had the appointment
of four Senators he could hardly find four
men who could at this juncture render a
greater service to the nation than this ex-
Secretary of War. No man could represent
the State of New Jersey with more distine-
{ tion. 1t would be a fine example to the
party and to the nation, and would stamp
Governor Edge as himgelf a man of Sena-
torial worth and weight, if he were to dis-
repard all party considerations and ap-
point Mr. Garrison for the year that re-
mains of Senator Hupghes's term.

To H;t; or Not to Hate

We can all give our approval to the
order issued to the Four-Minute Men for-
bidding a campaign of hate—a methodicai
fanning of hatred against Germans and
the German idea. Thisg is Amervica, where
people form their own opinions and eme-
tions., “We hate as one,” sail Lissauer's
Hymn of Hate, and that was good German
system, ovganization, propaganda. Here |
we work out our national salvation on a
different plan, The individual rules, Tell|
him the facts and let him react as he wills,
So runs the Amerivan idea.

Therefore, as a covollary to our first
proposition, we suggest the truth that a
propaganda of love for Germany and the
Germans is equally unwanted. Germany
will earn what she gets, To argue that we
must not hate because hatred will delay
peace or interfere with the beating of 7h's
into ploughshares when the war is over is
to argue for exactly the sort of official,
manufactured, governmental consclence
that made the German people acclaim the

' coal

| cent goes in the making of coke.

cpart produced the present famine.

| people corrected

left to freeze up in order to discredit g’n\'-I
ernmental management. I

Mr. Lee’s charge meant that the en-
gineers and firemen, members of two allied |
unions, were taking orders from Wall|
Street to put their engines out of busi-|
ness—traitorously scuttling the 2hip—al |
a time when the whole nation and perhuaps
their own #milies were suffering from a
lack of eoal and millions were out of steady
employment for the same reason.

We should like to know what the loyel
engineers and firemen of this nation think
of this abominable

Shall the Famine Grow Worse? |
“The Globe" of last evening quotes al
prominent coal operator as saying: I
_ "Unless the fuel administration at Wash- |
ingion takes its hands from the 1hvoats ol
the mine operators the country this spring |
i‘n_r:rv a shortape in bituminous conl which |
will I_m more disastrous to industey th:'_ni
anything we have so far experienced.” |

Meanwhile the present famine threatens
to grow more acute. And still the Admin- |
istration at Washinglon will do nothing
that promises permanent or cven extensive
relief) that is, the increase of production

{and, what is far more important, the min-
| ing of real coal and not g mixture of

coul
and dirt.

We have in a time of high prices
steadily rising prices, of high wages

and
and

i eteadily increasing wages, relatively cheap

coal. I s fantastic. There is only one
way to stimulate production and that is to
put the price high enough to bring out the
and to disecourage necdless
sumption. A

We wish we could bring home (o the
public how small an amount of coal—and
especially of soft coal—is used for do-
mestic heating. More than one-quarter |
goes to the railroads, more than one-third |
goes to the large factories, about 13 per

con-

Not mare
than ene toun in ten is used for house heat-
ing. The direct charge to home consimers
{rom an increased price for coal would he
very small. It is the reckless use of coal—.
for needless transporiation, for prodigal |
street lighting and house lighting, tor the '
running of needless industries and for the
making of luxuries—which has in lavpe
The
famine, it should e clearly understood, is
not due to a decreased production of coul,
but to heavily inereased demand. '

There was plenty of coal lasl summer,
The more foresighted of consymers a1
considerable supplies.  And puid the prien,
The present situation is simiply the rosult
of trying to legislate cheap coal and high
production. A lowered price for coul
means a needless increase in consumption
and inevitable cessation of the steadily jn-
creasing production. ‘

We shall have no material improvement
g0 long as doctrinaives and troublemukors
remain in contral.

Your Part

Anybody who avishes to flunk his part,
to fail in that small shave of the bitsiness:
of war-making which is the most tha i
majority of the stay-at-homes can do, will
have no difficulty in finding a hundre! (3 -
cellent excuses. “Mv. Garfield never should
have been appointed ; the whole coal situs-
tion is hopelessly bungled; therefore 1 will
not pay any attention to fuel orders,” *Mr.
Tloover let the American Sugar Company
make o lot of moneys why should |1 nl:c_‘v
the food repulations?” Sonie such Con-
plaints and‘excuses are heard on the li.s
of soft-minded Americans wherever vou
turn, They ure the exception, the l‘ul'r_'.!“-'-
ception.  But their attitude is familiar
enough to earn a word of eomment.

The point we wish to make is that if ‘he
soldiers of France and England, ¥l
peoples of France and England, had paid
any heed to the blunders of their leadoers

| they would never huve fought the map-

nificent and successful battle they have.

It is precizely because the men and womern

of both nations did their utmost as indi-
viduals, vegardless of officiul stunidity,
that civilization has leen 111'e'.=0r'\'eld :u;d
we Americans have now our chanve to end
the peril of the Hun for all time. On the
Allied side, in every democratic nalion at
war, it has been the history that the peonl:
pushed their leaders forward, thal the
their leaders' Llunders
with individual courage and devolion, thit
the people prevailed after Uheir leaders
had fallen to the rear.

That is our par®to-day and throughout
the war. No official blundering is the
smallest excuse for individual sluckine,
Rather 15 it the reason for redoubling ouy |
individual efforts to lend that wid without'!
which the war cannot be won.

&

Zionism Elucidated

e The oudsly Diaily N

The New York Tribune has renderpd
distinguished vevvice to the Jews in It
and the Ziovwsts in partivular |

T
H
eneral
v having un- |

devtaken to give its rendirs A serips of artj-
)

Zion-

clus on the vital question of Llonizsm,
lsm-is now not enly a Jewish question,

P nriees

It seems worth while to emphasize ex-|

| taken

| Kingston, N, Y., Feb, 4, 1918,

stores reduced theiv meat to the government

ness until sueh time asranother lesson should
he needed,

Another Australian state has large govern-
ment bakeries in wlieh bread s made for
the penal and chatitable institutions of the
state. I 14 & combine of bakers made an
exorbitant raise in the price of bread. The
government bakeries were seb Lo work night
and day at their utmost capacity, and the
wovernment hroad wagons triaversed the state

from end to end selling bread at a fair profit, |

Tho bakers' eombine sucrendered and  ae-
vopled the povernment price, and the govern-
ment withdrew its bread wagons and re-
turned to its normal activitics. The prolits
of these emergency enterprises ure used in
establishing free likraries and reading rooms.
What Australin can do the United States
ecan do, if it has equal discernment, The law
of supply and demand cannot be set aside by
uny deeree by any official, no matter how ex-
alted his pesition, There is bul one way to
fix priees =a that they are fixed, and that is
the Australinn way—to supply the demand at
a fair, living profit just as long as the need
andures and no longer, The President al-
ready lias the power Lo do this, but has he the
wisdom ? RICITARD FERRIS.
New York, Feb. 4, 1918, !

Ships and the Housing Puzzle
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: 1t seems strange to a large number
of people that the housing problem was not
up at the time the gontraects were
piven to build the ships, as it will take
months new, what with the pluns, contracts
and ercction of these buildings before they
will be ready for the labor. In the mean-
time idle ship yards and, what is worse, no

ships.
It seems to the writer that there is a
guicker way of housing th¢e men than

watiking for the erection of these government
buildings.

In most af the shipbuwilding eentres there
are  large numbers of second-rate lLotels
which are well adapted to taking care of
these workmen, especially single men, and
also there arve hundreds of
both skilled and unskilled, who would
glid of the ehance to work at these
vards who have homes of their own,
waould need wo looking after as far as hous-
ing them is eoncerned. The single men vould
be billeted at these hotels, as they do the
soldiers in France.

There are also hundreds of men living
within ten miles of these shipbuilding plants,

| already housed, who could be carried in by

train morning and returned at night. The
governmgn!l has the railroads with which to
da qt.

Waould it not be a quicker way of getting
the ships built?

Now as lo the labor, in all larze bodies of
quickly aszembled labor you will lind upion
and non-union men in more or less equal
proportions.  This means trouble sooner or
later. There should be a shipbuilding nrmy

|and every man applying for work should be

drufted into that army and be under army
rules,

I think there would be no trouble in get-
ting all the men the shipbuilders would need,
as most af the men would be with
families, which makes more contented work-
melt.

If a young man between twentv-one and
thirty-one is loyal enough
eountry in a foreign land, why should anv
man over thirty-one object to being drafted
into a4 shipbuilding army under good pay
and still have the privilege of living at home
with his family and friends?

ALFRED HOPPER,

Mighland, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1918,

Why Let Salesmen

To the Editor of The Tribune,
=ir:  Remarks are being made in hig
quarters in vegard to the eurtailing of rail-
way  travel, aml various suggestions have
been hinted rather than actually made, such
s thoe raising of vatlway rates considerably,
ar the lureible reduction of trafie by an
perennt. de not travel mueh on the railway,
but on a reeent trip | was impressed with
the faet that theve is muell travel which
nok the mublic interest.  In fact, the pulb-
woulid better offf iF some of the
travellers were not allowed to travel. I refer
to the travel done by those whose Lusiness
1 iste sell goods. Ata venture I weuld say

Travel?

[51% ber

that one-half the Pullman traffic is made up
very |

of this class. It also constitutes a
large proportion of the day coach traffic.
Now, most of this trafficis entively unneces-
suvy. s object is
vl manulfactarer, or more likely some dis-
tributer. may sell more than a eompetitor. The
travellers thomselves, in g great miny cases,
do not rvepresent nreducers, but are sinply
purazites, who, to make profit for themsalves,
vnhanee the ¢ost of goods to thi consumer,
Wooowonuid cet all we need, and at 4 consider
ulily smadler eost, if this class of Lravel were
entire nspended,  Let the railroad man-
geemest  fovbid the travelling of selling

ugents for any but manufacturing concerns, |

and let vhe manulfacturing concerns be ap-
proaelied toocut down their travel to g mini-
. Ler all speculators be forbidden to
travel. W= chull save in money when we go
to buy anvthing, and railway traffic will be
reduced 1o rensunable proportions without
interferine with fegitimate business germane
Lo the general good of the sountry.
ANTI PARASITE,
Lexington, Ky, Jan, 31, 1918,

What Prices Do Farmers Want?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In your issue of this date 1 vead an
article by Mr, Bamuel Frazer, of Genesee

- County, in which he claims or predicts that
| price fixing on farm produce by the govern-

ment will bring en_a famine in 1918, If he
will answer my inquiry through vour paper,
uf which I am a constant reader, 1 would he
very prateful,

He says farmers cannot be controlled. If
that iz so I am very anxious that he muks
known tn the people at as carly n (ate as
possible what prices furniers want for wheat,
rye, eorn, harley, oats, buckwheal, hay, and
all their products, so that the peuple may
use their greatest influence with our legisla-
tive hodies; and they in turn use their in-
fluence with the price fixing bodies at Wash-
ington: in' order that our abused furmers

may be used right and get a square deal,
M. PALEN.

I

Australia Broke F;o-;i.Combinca Which I

Sir: Thoe able presentment by ¥r. Fraser |

fleet ef

and the government went out of busi- |

married men, [
be
i )

ship |

and |

their |

to fight for his| 0.+ 4 Systems Do Not Assure a Fair |

h|

R

simply that some particu- |

Where Price Fixing Worked| A GERMAN VIEW OF THE ALLIED CONFERENCE

The Allies sit in oppressive silence—only the Empty Chair speaks.
—JFrom Ulf, of Berlin

Holland’s Difficult Course

Her Statesmen Defend Her Efforls to Sleer Neul_raliiy_
Rouie Past “Danger Zone”

A debate in the lower house of the Dutch
Purliament has brought out several intercct-
ing points in Duteh foreign poliey.

tions and another to the mooted question of
the sale of the Duteh West Indies to Amer-
ica,
the debate began with a eriticlsm by Mr. Nicr-
strasz, a free Liberal Deputy from Amster-
tdam, on the anxious care with which Hol-
land’s warships aveided the “danger zone' to
prevent “incidents,"” He said that if the “dan-
ger zone” hdd been ignored the Duteh pro-
fests would have had mere force, and wanted
to know why the government had net got o
free passage for coal from England,

Mr. van Hamel, a United Liberal Deputy
from Amsterdam, declared that there was

beth at home and abroad. If it was simply a
then the reproaches hurled at Holland were
justified. Holland had to pay heavily fer her
neutrality, and it was a mistaken policy to
smash the country economically for the sake
cf keeping neace. Maintaining neutrality, he

and he said that there was much misunder-
standing of the Duteh peliey in America,
| where Holland was regarded with disdain and
| contempt. Public opinion abread would have
| an important effect on after the war commer-
| cial  relations, and the speaker doubted
| whether the government had done all it
should from this point of view. Dr. van Dyke,
he said, was the best propagandist for Hel-
land in America,

replying to the various criticisms, said that
exports to Holland were prevented by Amer-
ica on account of her own needs and those of
her allies, and could not be allowed hefore
caretul calculations had Been made of the
ctual needs of the neutrals, The proposals
under consideration were to allow Duteh
=hips to make voyages outside the “danger

i vessels was used for the relief of Belgium
and France in exchange for a supply of coul
for Holland by the Allics. Meanwhile, unt:l
the details of this arrangement could he

voynge to India, South America or Holland,
| save the vessels rescrved for the Belgium
!i Relief Commission.

| mercial Mission in Washington had heen
given power to negotiate the sale of the Dutch

ne re-!
lates to the part of Holland in peace negotia- |

As veported in the “Gazette de Hollande,” |

much misunderstanding of Dutch neutrality |

determination to keep the peace at all costs, |

ingisted, did not prevent a vigorons attitude, |

Jounkheer Loudon, the Foreign Ministor, |

rone” provided n certain proportion of the'

seltled, an endeavor was being made to reach |
# provisional agreement by which all Duteh |
| ships in American ports could make one

The Minister denied that the Dutch Com- |

The New York Tribune Foreign News Bureau

| West Indies to America in return for the re-
lease of Duteh ships from American ports.
In regard to the
Jounkheer Loudon held that such work must
he earried on behind the seenes. He could
neither carry on active peace negotiations ner
wubsidize propaganda, he said. The govern-
ment could only give its moral support to
such endeavors. He expressed his sympathy

with the work of the Leegue to Enforee Peace, |

but held that it was not for a small state to
 nstemptl to ohtain peace by compulsory meas:
ures, He was in fgvor of internationalear-
bitration, and intended to lay before the com-
mittee of the third peace conference the plans
ot the League to Enforce Peace and the ques-

'The Easy Road m

Just Stop Fighting and Let Belgium
Be Destroyed

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In a recent address before labor delas
gales Llovd George uttered these remarkahly
worde: “If any man standing in my Placs can
find an honorable, equitable and juowt WEY ont
of thiz conflict without fighting it through, fop
heaven's sake let him tell me!”

Inthe I}ghﬁ of this significant Iit'.!'fil:‘i:?'cm'-

| ing from no less & man than the Hon David

I Lloyd George, no one can now brand as trajtop

or pacifist any one who offers, i1 good Taity
an intelligent peace proposal. Lot the Uir:
dictive men who at this erueial tima put
petty party politics above love for their cogp,
Iry, and who write and sneak not sp much
perhaps for the sake of patrictism gs Loz
the wake of the first eyllable in patriotism
let such men rant and race over (he war,

| Sober-minded men have now loft these drma.

gogues behind them.

Lloyd George dotirey
un honorable peace.

The better-minded mey

umong the Allies are with him

| that the one thing above all other

I do not stand in the place of Lioyd Grorg,

| but T ean tell him an honorable way out of

this desolating conflict.

In the first pluce, we must realize that g
far as the fighting goes the war ia about
over. All the nations are nearly exlinusted,
and though the war might nerhans be kept
up, no real good would result from itx eop.
tinuation,

In the second place, it should b reallzeq
= that de-
lays the coming of peace 15 this sensolesy
striving after vietorv—this fuolizh ondeavor,
always more characteristic of base thap of
Fonorable men and nativns, to =sce “sho is
boss,” There was great wisdom 1n Presidens
Wilson's words, “Peace without victury” et

o

negotiations for peace, |

tion as to what should be done after the war.

He had already received from the secretary
of the league an uncfficial outline of a peace
project and was conzidering the question,

of ships clearing from Delfzy!l, and had stated
that the German government refused to let
ships leave that port unless they signed =2
five years' time charter in faver of Germany.
Negotiations on this subject; Jounkheer Lou-
don =aid, were connected with the German
| supply of iron and steel and were still in
Lrogress,

In regard to Duteh warships being barred
| from the ocean by the closing of the North
|Seu, he said that Dutch warships ceriainly
| had & vight to pass through the barred zone,
| but he thought it would be foulish to risk
! their loss by mines, instead of keeping them
to what was at least supposed to be a safe
channel. He had tried to get from Germany
o safe conduet for ships bringing coal from
England, such as had been given to Argentina
for vessels carrying food to Europe, but the
| negotiations had not yet been suecessful,
| Coming to Holland being cut off by Eng-
| land from eable communication on aceount of
! the transport of sand and gravel to Beimium
by Germany, Jounkheer Loudon said that he
was prepared to Jay thoe question before the
two grovernments for arbitration. The con-
| eeption of the British government was that
ail transit of metals, =and and gravel was il-
legal, while Germany held that such transits
raust be allowed, and Hollund took the stand
that the admissibility of the transport de-
pended on its character. England's only mis-
take was in adopling measures of reprisal,
Holland, az 8 small neutral power, desired to
uphold her rights, and England had no right
te injure her on that head. The Dutch gov-

to arbitration. They had no interest in the

| question, except to uphold their rights.

Rationing Needel

Distribution of Life's Necessities

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I want to make a suggestion, or to
|second one if the same one has been made
| before, for a machinery of rationing the
necessaries of life while the war iz on that
| will reflect a fair distribution.
| rationing can hardly be called a system.
And even the “eard" systems of which I
| know in Europe serve only to limit the
;umaunL one individual may buy of a com-
Imodity and, as far as I know, do not insure
anybody his fair share,

It would probably cost seme money, but

would be worth the cost, for the government |

to establizh  “rationing offices”" in every
community, to which people could apply for
& rating upon the basis of which they could
oblain supplies of “short” commodities, such
las sugar, flour, butter, oil and coal.

The ordinary foods should obiviously be
supplied upon a per capita basis, except that
young babies, children up to ten or twelve,
|and sick people should have certain foods in
normal quantity regardless/ of per cypita
supply. Coal would necessarily be distrib-
uted so much to ecach household, with some

modilieation for the number in house-
Ttold. Next year's coal pineh might well be
met by some rule that a bachelor with two
or three servants, or couple or trio of
‘elders with servants, should have to accept
a minimum as a practical meakure of con-
servation.

The amount per ecapila, or pro rata, as the
:cas-'e might be, ought easily he delerminable
Ihecause by July the government will surely
|be in possession of information about the
|supply and consumption of commodities
lsufficient for the administrators to determine
{what share each individual or family is en-
titled to have.

The heads of houszeholds should he di-
rected to apply, after making out a well
I desirned report that mives the number, Ages,

relations and especially health conditions of
his family, in order to obtain a permanent
certificate of his allotment of euch ecommo-
dity, stated in a percentage or other relative
form, so that the peositive amount of each
commodity which he is entitled to buy would
be fixed relatively and vary, if necessary,
under changing conditions of the supply.

With these certificates, showing at a glance
the right of the'individual or the head of a
family to so much of any commodity, it
[would be a mere clerical matter for people
|to obtain, as they needed, government orders
upnon dealers for specific
goods, and if the government should desire
to regulute both price and quantity it could
sell these orders to consumers and make its
own settlement with denlers, or it
make the price appear upon thc face of the
order.

Consumers, with such orders, should then
be free to negotiate them with any dealer
they choese, and dealers should be fugnished
at wholesale with mew stocks only as they

the

i

Our present |

quantities of the |

could |

present these orders as evidences of legiti-
mate and fair distribution.

Such a system, while it would cost some-
thing, eculd be so cobrdinated with the va-
rious administrative schemes as to make it
economical for the public, which has to pay
all the hills i the end. 1t would insure
(every household its share of every necessity.

Mr. van Hamel had brought un the questinn |

|

ernment was prepared at any time to agreo |

|The card system does not insure anything, |
not even that persons do not obtain an un- |

| fair share.
dealers to compete ggain for business,

\distribution of coal and food, for the present
farce of distribution te ultimate consumers,
| with its glaring inequalities, is causing dis-
tress and unnecessary expense among indi-
viduals and will without doubt affect the
raising of future war loans. .

In the New Jersex town in which 1 live
some  residents arve obtaining all the coal
they want; others, among persens who are
ordinavily in  comfortable vireumstances,
must eke along, buying coal by the bagful
jand paying & high price, ngtwithstanding
‘tho inconvenience of having to £o and gel it.
[Uthers are shutting up their houtes because
it}w; cannot buy copl at all. 'The dealers
Hre I an open agreement not to sell to each
lathers' customers, but are violating it for
ispecial reasons. | know of the arrival, three
'weeks ago, of a full carload of coal for a pri-
vate resident, One dealer seems unable to

| little caal available and has fallen down on

It would make it necessary fori

It is very important that we insure fair |

obtain anything like his pro rata share in the |

‘agreements made last summer with residents |

who, with public spirit, made arrangemernts
{to tuke a minimum of coul, month by month
to help the general situution, I myself, un-,
less 1 obtain coul this afternoon, will have
ito elose the house in which 1 am living and

‘send my family to the COUntry at an expense |

|which, 1 am afraid, will seriously eripple our
Iresources. 1 have so far burned less than
,hai_f the usual quota of coal. I the other
residents of my town whose houses are
|closed up are in my fix it will be 4 serious
jmatter to bring our town's next loan total up
to the previous figures. ESSEX COUNTY
Bloomfield, N. J., Jan. 20, 1918, '

Are You a Patriot or a Profiteer?

' Tu the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir

¢ You mry be both and justly sq,
| but you muy determine just where you stang
ih_\' use of the following:
i First—Make a private |ist for your personal
i untages you have gained
i _ r; in this connection it may
b.E _rsaid that, notwithstanding the high cost of
living, wages lave been such “that duriﬁg
1511'_? more money has been placed in the
suvings banks by the laboring men in this
| country than during any previous year, and
| that last Christmas more money was spent
i for luxuries than for MuNy years,
Second—Make u similur list of all the v

use of all the adv
by the present war:

m ol
untary personal dacrifices you have made for
| Your country. In this connection vonu niay

add such efforts you have made to conserve
bread meat and fuel for our allies and for
| our cwn soldiers in France, but do not lay
{ too much stress on your purchases of Liberty
| bonds, which are largely an evidence of youi—
prosperity during the past Year, as they are
4 profitable investment of your savings
New York, Feb. 4, 1915, T. A. HAY

that it is possible for nations to o to war
without one side or the other being wviete.
rious; but the point that should be empha-
sized is that it cannot be detcrmi
who is the victor. This is the work o
historiang. Just as it takes a long
determine the true value of a grea
work, and in most cascs a proper ¢

ime ty
writers

his work iz not arrived =: until aftor
the writer's death, o 1t takes mar; iry. bty
determine who has been the real victor dn
any war., In the long run, very oft 1o win
ig to lose Bnd to lese is to win. Forees and
causes interact, fresh moints of view are are
rived at, and new world purposes Hies and

relationships are discovered, at a hupe
ared years after a war is o it may he
found either that the nom victor and
vanguished are the real victor and van-
quished, or that victor and vangsizsned have
exchanped places.

For the present 1t is encuzh 1o know thas
the actual fighting is about over. and it vnly
remains to settle outstanding diffic and
to refix the boundaries of cong terri-
toriez. This work will be done i the coun-
cil chamber. The Alhes have acquired terr-

tery by conguest, and likewise has Germany
The readjustments of territorial boundary
linez must be worked out around the peace
table. Each side must make! concessions
and, laying aside all rancor and hatred, ap-
proach the wark in the spirt of good will
ond fair dealing. Germany must get of
some of her hich horses, but at the same
time it must be realized that Germany neels
a little more land in order to support her
growing population, Surely England, which
cwns mote of the earth’s surface than uny
cther nation, will not grudge Germany a fow
extra square miles.

the world, much diploma will be
to determine her status.  Belmiam’s
the Congo do not entitle her to a very gros
deal of sympathy, but of course hep der
tions 11 the Congo cannot be considered
the eouncil chamber,

It may help a little toward solvin

rogqu

gian difficulty to take into consideration the
fact that Befgium was created to serve asa
buffer state against the possible encroach-
ments, not of Germany, but of France
France has always had an ere on her

To solve the difficulties nvolved in the

violation of Pelgium's neutrality will be a
hard nut to erack, but it may help some tow-

ard this end ™ we consider (1) taugl the
principle of perpetual neutrality is not frmly
cstablished in international law, datine nnlv

from 1815. and (20 that, after all, v

of all wars shows that tlie

h

principle: in-

i
ternational law are more operative 1 times
of peace thhn in times of war, In wur thess
principles have alwayvs bieen honored are in
the breach than n the ovbservance. ally,
Deut. ii, 26-353, should also guide 1he¢ peacs
councillors in their deliherations over the

etatus of Belgium. CHARLES HOOPER.
Seattle, Wash.,, Jan. 2%, 1918,

The Snows of Present Years

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In your editorial last
apoke of “Snows of Yesteryears' ;

Sumday you

our re-

markable January. You should have men-
tioned that our grandfathers, and oven the
celebrated oldest inhabitant, could not hoast
of a colder day than that of December 0 last.
~The four severest winters witiiin o hen-

dred years were those of 1741-92,
LTT9-"800 and 122021, On Janary
the mercury dropped to 7 derrec

low zere.

This was eue degree colder the Junusry,
1765 (date not given), when it wu- 65 degrees
below zero, the coldest cver known in this
city.  December 20, 1917, when the ther
mometer registered 13 helow zepro. was, asfar

aus any records found show, the coldest in the
annalz of the eity,

There are aceounts of the ligbor being
closed by the ice and teams of Jor-es passdg
from the Battery to Staten Tilund on e
same, but this was caused by juree opkes of
ice becoming jammed ot o Nupraws, O
| zeveral oceasions both the 1#,.1».' afel Hudson
rivers have been crossed aver op (e ice b
the lower end of the city.

Une of the muost remarkable olianges it
temperature occurred in Albany i1 Februarfs
1789 (date not given). At roon ‘he ther
mometer was 18 above; at 6:00 the follows

ing morning it was 24 degrees helow zero

, ABRANM WAKEMAN,
New York, Fely, 5, 1918,

The Dante League Ambulance
Ta the Fditor of The Tribune,

Sir: At the last mecting of the Dan'e
Leugue of America 4 sereed th be {rencurer
for the Italian Ambulance Fin raised

;b)’ the members of the league, will
| pass through the American Puet' A lancty

Italy’'s office, direct to Milan,
. I would be obliged for the valuab
ity of vour paper, as the ambulance
the American Dante League ¢

hen 1
became known that two members had sent
checks covering the amount for oae ambus
lance,

4 :
Some members had already asent contribu-

L ".'\i W

tlsns, and the money thus donated would be
merged in the general fund, unle-2 thy rest
of the members helped to ruize the balance
of .th“ £1,500 neededd,

The first Dante League ambulanco (whieh 8

No. 28), which was donared he D, and Mrs
4. H. Lancashire, is alvcady in active sorvices
““1?' needs immediate help for its wounded.
We trust all members and frionds of the
Dante League of America will respond to this
‘]:Plsnl. All contributions can be sent di
me. WILLIAM SARTAIN,
lsgs‘WesL Fifty-seventh St., New York,




